
 

 

Based on Andrew Ward’s epic “Dark Midnight When I Rise,” Steal Away is 
the legendary true story of Ella Sheppard and The Fisk Jubilee Singers, a 
spectacular choir of young former slaves fighting the KKK’s reign of terror 
against their schools not with bullets or bombs but sensational songs of 

faith and freedom.  Steal Away follows the choir’s titanic rise from the 
darkness of slavery to the glittering ballrooms and throne rooms of Europe 

as they conquer the world… and must then conquer their own demons. 

One of the most breathtaking stories ever known, Steal Away will feature 
a spectacularly diverse international cast, the strongest African-American 

female lead ever onscreen, and an epic soundtrack by multi-Grammy 
winning composer Billy Childs. 

 

For Script, Sides, and Director’s Notes, visit StealAwayMovie.com 

https://www.stealawaymovie.com/


GEORGE WHITE

Caucasian, 50, the passionate co-leader of the choir and 
warmly endearing hero of this story.

As the story opens, White is a beloved but failed visionary 
whom life has dealt harsh blows, including the tragic death 
of his wife, which still ravages him with guilt.  Yet the 
dreamer in him lives.  Tousled and unshaven with faraway eyes 
and an otherworldly air, White is far too captivated by 
visions of a world healed by music to think about trifles 
like grooming.

A misfit among “his own people,” White is a beloved father 
figure to the African-American choir, his only true family.

Though condemned as a blind stargazer, when the forces of 
supremacist hate wage terrorist warfare on black schools, 
White and his choir heroically rise up and fight back not 
with bullets or bombs but sensational songs of faith and 
freedom... the spirituals.  Against all odds, they take the 
country, and world, by storm.  And though White will be 
brutally battered by forces both external and internal, and 
brought to the brink of destruction, we will witness in this 
legendary man a towering visionary and triumphal hero whose 
courage, sacrifice, and passion set the world ablaze and left 
it forever changed.

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Don’t base your George White on any performance you’ve ever 
seen.  Enthrall us with someone fresh and unique, full of 
nuance, quirks and contradictions.  You introduce us to 
George White.
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